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There rould eem to be even more than
the normal and customary ajmount of

thickheadedness on the part of the
press when treating American sub-

jects in connection with the HayPauncc
fote Treaty The majority opinion In
Iondonappears to be that a wicked Tan
ieee Senate has inserted Its impudent
nose iuto a matter which ar friendly Ad-

ministration had arranged with Lore
Salisbury and that that arrangement
tras and Is acceptable and satisfactory to
the jAmerican people

The affaIr is than ever muddied
by the misleading statements of several
correspondents of English papers sta-

tioned In Washington and New York who
represent in their letters dud cablegrams
that Mr McKinley Is greatly to blame
for his discourtesy to Great Britain In
passing the HayPauncefote Treaty on to
that power after its amendment by the
Senate On the Vhole perhaps even if
this were true we are Ihellnad to Ihlnfc
that the President might choose that al
ternative of a decided affront to the
trea t cg power of the nation The
executive tfepariHient of this Govern-
ment proposes treaties and contentions
but it requires ratification1 by the Senate
to make them good for anything

We can easily forgive our British
friends for being aiiebulous state of
mind as regards the Vorklngs of the
American Constitution it is a fundamen-
tal law so different to that under which
they live that they are excusable for in
ability to understand itr What we can
not acquit them of in the present in-

stance is the black ingratitude which
their press is showing to our Senate for
Its course In resisting a popular demand
for the complete rejection of the treaty
and for its Anglophile attitude In making
amendments to that iniquitous instru-
ment which as far as they are calculated
to cure any of its are pretentious
tutiibugs

Tierels not a thing treaty Ja the
British Interest which has
cr essentially changed see the clause
which in the original invited the Con
cert of Europe to Join England In control
ling the proposed Nicaragua Canal as

tnst the United States There was a
practically universal sentiment in the
country in favor of a straightforward ab
rogation of the ClaytonBulwer Treaty
The Senate only went so far as mildly to
say that the HayPauncefote Treaty su-

perseded It which was true end obvious
enough without any such sapient declara-
tion But the Senate accepted the pro
visions ratifying and reenacting the roost
obnoxious features of the old dead and
buried agreementand should Lord Salis-
bury Decide tOaccept the document as it
stands he will be getting a Christmas gift
T f all that he has asked or could ask and
more coo

We earnestly hope that he willbe de-

terred taking such action by what
appears to be an inflamed and unthinking
public opinion in the United Kingdom
Kothing could be better for the future of
the Republic than British rejection of the
HayPauncefote Treaty at this time For
that we hardly darelook for such
an outcome Following it we should tin
douhtedly have a chance to wipe out the
ClaytonBulwer Convention and Con
gross would be reasonably certain to em
brace it without delay Far from being
a slight to Great Britain the action
the Senate in accepting the HayPaunce
rote Treaty at all upon sane analysis
will be discovered to be a mostgratuitous
unwarranted and abject surrender of
American rights interests and honor to
the high contracting party of the other
part

Chinas Christmas Present
It was on the day before Chrstmas that

the envoyscin Pekin finally received
Prince Ching and delivered to him the
protocol containing the demands of the
Powers upon China So that corner was
turned at last and the world Is allowed
ic ntfjie that a settlement of some sort
will be possible and be permanent It is
hardly ecaducive to any little prestige
that we may have left in connection with
the Chines question that the Admiols-
tratlon has felt obliged to notify the al-
lies that the United States cannot be ex-
pected to contribute anything toward the
means or measures which are to be talc
en to secure compliance with the peace
agreement after It has been accepted by
the Chinese Government Troops the
destruction of native forts and other
things will be requisite to the protection
of foreigners and foreign interests But
we must abstain and allow or expect
American citizens and American com-
merce to be safeguarded by arid at the
expense of the Concert

What effect this may have noon the
matter of our share of the Indemnity is a
question If Great Gflrmany
Russia France Austria and Italy are to
keep the railway line open from Pekin
to Taktrjby military and are to oc-
cupy points and places Including ports
and are to provide an administration for
Chinese revenues until all tile indemni-
ties are paid all at their Joint expense
where will tieJJnited States island In the
premises we are totollectjt js fair
to guess that ws shall be Invited to share
4n tag general trouble anti cost of collec-
tion nus Idea suggests more than the
poarslbnfty that Congressional legislatum-
inay be ife essary to place tbT Admiais-
tration in a position to deal with Chum
wlUiout Tlolatlns the Constitution Jn the
operatlca The right to participate in
tha ccc3iption and to troops
could legally be only derived from Con-
gress Another strictly exeoutlYa war of
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Invasion would IsroJyaneet the present
views of theconntry and might even cajise-

fcdinnicnt in nfltibnal pslallv circles X

Perhaps it would be as wise to first
catch the hair before disengaging itIrom
the butter All the trouble Js not neces-
Kfily oyer lii the JSmpirft merely because
FrJnce Cuing has agreed to u
bitter pill to the Empress Dowager which
she is presumed to be in no condition to
refuse The Boxers are torturing and
murdering mlssionaries again j nd Close
to PekiBL preparations continue In
the interior a usual On tlie other land
it ia asserted that Tuaa has been arrest-
ed and Tung Fuh Slang ordered To
nanfn with stow to punishment The
report majvbft true but H is not likely
to be accorded mueh er denc outside of
China unless theneafls mjscra
ants are handed overfanil Identified by
the council of rninlsJcrs at not
necessarily tot publicatrpii but as an evi-

dence of good faith

The Socitlt African War
that Cbristraos Is over 1ord

Kitchener perhaps will be Jess par-

ticular about hurting tha feelings of his
fellowcountrymen and will let the world
know a littlmore 4f what is soJog on in
South Africa The greatest of AngloSaxon-

j Btiyais was not as merry as Casual In
Ensland tills rear There was sorrow over
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the dead all the way from throne to
hovel anti tardy realization ot the fact
that the South African Moloch 5s still des-
troying many victims JIly and is liable to
lceep on doing so for weeks or months to
come did not serve to increase the cheer

Throughout the United Kingdom the
prom reports indicate a condition of sus-
pense andfright over the recrudescence of
the war Details are carefully suppressed
but we know there is hard lighting at Ds
Aar that fifteen hundred disaffected
Colony Dutch hare Joined the Boer in

and that the ejctent to which others
will rise depends only upon their ability
to secure arms and ammunition Traffic
aasljsen suspended oh thfe leifdiag iijres of
railway as we hear today and altogether
thereis appareiit evidence That the coadi-
tl ns are far more Serious and critical than
Iird Kitchener admits except perhaps to
the War Office which ie being pressed hard
for reenfcrcements and eapecially for
mounts

It hs betOtto plain to tlie British mili-
tary authorities that batever zna r be

immediatej c gcome of present opera
tions in South Africa for a lonff time it
will be necessary o keep a large force of
men in the country ana that to be use

sful they must be mounted Infantry are
not moblltr enough and then transport
from point to point by rail cannot be re

upon A den Boers may tear up
enough track and blow up enough culverts
and bridges in a single night to stop an
infantry advance for a fortnight The
whole conaaered region as well as the
vast stretches of Capo Colony in which
rebellion Is rife will have to be continu
ally and vigorously patrolled and policed
by mounted troops This will certainly
involve the maintenance of an hundred
thousand head of horses and mules for an
indefinite period What such an estab-
lishment means to the British treasury
and to the resources of the quartermas
ters Department will be easily appreciat-
ed when It ip stated on lOfficial authority
that the animals which are prln-
cipally In the TJalted States take a month
to reach Cape Town and tLea although in

i bad condition from theVbyage arc rushed
to the front where they bceome sed up
In six weeks or two months and Save to
be replaced By the time an American
horse finds himself ready for active serv
Ice he has cost Great Britain three hun-
dred anti sixty dollars SouthAfrica does
not half produce forage enough the year
around for the army cattle It must
shipped in from distant countries These
consideratlonsas well as reverses in ac-

tion lend to make the military situation
of Great Britain a very goomy one on the
ewe ojT the Twentieth Century

There is no subsidy lobby observes
Mr Haimo in the same even voice that
he used in his famous campaign declara-
tion that There is not a trust Jin the
United States We remember that aft
envard heeiplained that what other i5eor
pie called trusts were not trusts In Iris
estimation Perhaps whal the pubHc
generally regard as lobbies and lObby
ISIs h r would consider of

some of our best business jfiterests
and their legitimate parliamentary
agents A legislative proposition Involv-
Ing one hundred and twenty milions dol
Tars cf Treasury loot nearly till to go in
to thepockets of a dozen transportation
magnates may be unaccompanied by a
lobby At least ilr Henna so asserts
We leave question to Senators and

are still open toln
formation and ronvlction They cojild
answer it anthey would

Lord Salisbury may not be altogether
pleased with the shape his pet measure
the HayPauncefote Treaty has assumed
but there are reflections which ought to
comfort him at this pleasant Christmas
season He still has his purely personal
Basset jn our State Department in the
persori of brilliant aiplometist whO so
gracefully struct tie American colors to
Great Britain 1 Alaska sad surrendered
to it two thousand square miles ol Ameri-
can territory withouta blow or evenpro
test

Unless the box of Cartridges formetly
to Youtsey which has been

found In the safe at JF ankfort
formerly he kept the Marlin rifle with
which Governor Goebel was murdered Is
needed In the way of evidence it would
make an appropriate holiday present to
Governor Mount of Indiana It mightire
salad him rather vividly of awful
crime which has led to his regrettable
action In violating the Constitution of
the United States

The French Senate celebrated Christ
mas Day in a uniQue way which would
have been also strange in any country
but France It passed a bill granting in
demnity to Herder Paty de Clam arid
all the other rascals connected with the
Dreyfus persecution The premier 1L
Waldeck Rousseau hogged members to
vote for the measure and thus deliver
the country from the nightmare of the
Dreyfus affair

A Kit Rebuke 16 Xoctcr
The resoltttioa of the FrciwbPCbvennncnt d

an embargo en ariiSes except eaptoreil
war materials may arrive in France from

and to the is Pekin to io
restored to the Chinese Government or to the
orooenj from reborn they were a
ittinff rebuke to the looters who trained
Itzed world by their thicvins in PeCBeeIJei
That the individnals who lore been robbed will
cTer recover their p jpert may be doubted fc
being next toimposible to trace each object tol
en to JU rightful easer bat it is sbmethin i
prive the lootjsrs of the fruits Jrf their faisrery

From tie Journal
1 it were not for lord Hoberts afinoiaienieat-

tdl some months aga that the Bocrvrar ices sJr-
aa end people onI4 imagine
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The Institution Fonndecl l y Bartfh
Alexander Sticjrlliz

ST PETEHSntG Dec 9 AUhough
Russia is in some respects going to school
In America she is able through the gen-

erosity of citisensiJto Stve lea
sons in some matters An instance is af
forded by the Baron Stieglitr School of
Applied Arts in this city Itrcouiaeasily
be taken as a model by the patrons of the
Industrial arts in the United Spates who
are trying to reraaTrry tire beautiful and
the Useful

Comjpetent Judges who have seen the
Kenslngtqa Schools and r the Kcolc des
Arts DecWr ilfs at Paris award the palm
of merit completeness of equipment and
excellence of design alone considered tc
the Barcn Stieglitz School This school
was established In 1873 with an endow
meal of 10000 000 rubles or lore than
0000000 which was given by the will

of Baron Alexander Slieglftz The Minis-

try of Finance assumed the admlnlplraa-
tlon of ths fund or more exactly the su-
pervision tho active management having
been entrusted to friends of urt and to
artists The State gays a site for the
school and museum

The school was opened with a small at
tendance and few classes in 1881 It has

sjpnrUiv and enlarging its
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field ever since The museum was opened
in 18S The buildings whch cost over
a rnllusji rubles are admirably adapted to
the pnrijose for which they were designed
The tchool and the museum are practi-
cally under the same roof Students have
only to step out of the class rooms to find
themselves in the excellently arranged
special collections illustrating the artis
tic taste of every age and country The
buildings constructed T y Architect Mess
macher are In themselves a delight to
artists every hall illustrating a different
style of decoration

The school has apparently reached al-

most Its maximum development with the
present endowment It has thirtythroe
teachers and 300 students An annual
exhibition of the work of the school Is
given every January The plan of in
struction is liberal There Is a four
years course in science and languages
including religious instruction literature
elementary geometery the theory of
shades perspectives Russian history
general history and the history of the
fincirts and applied arts elementary
anatomy chemistry trod technology tire
methodics of drawing practical aesthet-
ics nail the French and German lan-
guages

Among the special art classes are ma
jolica and porcelain painting glass
painting wort carving engraving upon
wood and metals etching composition f-

patternsifor wall paper textiles etc and
decorative painting or theatres The
general art classes include pencil and

drawing oil painting water color
painting the preparation of architectural
plans and of drawings for fpmiture mod-
eling etc The technical branches ere
under the supervision of the Ministry of

directs all technical instruction jwhlle
the Ministry of Public Instruction over
sees the general education of the public
The school Is under the general direction
of 5L Kotoff and the museum is under
the charge cf M Carbonier

Pupils are of both sexes They must
stand an entrance examination and roust
be over fourteen years old There are reg
ular pupils who receive a diploma as

skilled draughtsmen upon the comple-
tion of their and pupils in elective
branches The fees are moderate and they
are applied exclusively to the uses of the
school proper In addition to the museum
bc school Is also equipped with an excel-

lent library Everything la arranged with
rerervince to the demands of the lasses
An 1 istanoe of the thoroughness with
which the planners of the school have gone
to work is afforded by the cabinet of natu-
ral objects It Includes a collection of
moths and butterflies from every country
Jn the world This collection has recently
been purchased in Paris at an expense of
5000 francs Another recent acquisition
art four Immense Gobelins which cost 250
000 francs There are perhaps altogether
twenty excellent specimens though the
school does not design introducing Got
tin having into Russia They were de
sired merely as Illustrations of the artisr
tie taste of different periods

Everything Is at the disposal of the pu
pits and is arranged roost admirably for
their accommodation The result of this
investment is that instead of procuring
nil their furniture and hricabrac from
France and England as was formerly the
ease the wealthy Russians are now pat-
ronizing home talent to a large extent
Side by side In the shops with imported
goods may be found large ateliers for ev
ery sort of decoration

CAIEHOIJC CONVERTS LEAGUE

Orsranixatlori of Prominent Peraaun-
Wh r Hnve Other Ch rcne

NEW YORK DecT2S To advance the
Interests of the Catholic Church an organi-
zation known as the Catholic CohveVts
League of America has been formed in this
city It Is composed of persons many ot
them prominent who have been led from
other denominations to accept the tenets
of the Roman faith

Rev Dr Benjamin P de Costa who re
signed from tie Episcopal ministry two
years ago to become a Catholic is jiresl
dent of the league Henry A Adams and
Jesse A Locke also former Episcopal cler
gymen are members

Father John Hughes of the Church of
St Paul the Apostle Is credited with first
suggesting the formation of a society in
this city to be composed exclusively of
converts from either Protestantism or Ag-
nosticism To his unceasing efforts and
the support which he received from Father
Doyle alo one of the Paullst Fathers Is
due the success in effecting the organiza-
tion Archbishop Corrigan Is said to have
given his official approval to the Paulist
Fatbersaboul two weeks ago

Should the organization formed In this
city meet with the immediate that
Is anticipated similar societies probably
relying upon the New York institution as
a centre will be established throughout
the country Catholic literature will be
made accessible to the publl nd members
c the league may be called to exert
their personal influence tc bring converts
within the pale of the Catholic Church

CHRISTMAS FOR IJODCGBANiS

An Iniiirompto Cclcliratipn aCihe EI
11 I 1axta Station

MEW TORK Dec 26 Ther detained im-
migrants at the new immigration station
on Ellis Island marie merry yesterday To
begin with they enjoy eft an American
Christmas dinner Them Ice cream puzzled
them last year this time the celery was
a conundrum Some of thOrn ti ughr It
designed for their personal abrnrent
anti breaking Off the stall Jlha leaves
In their lapels After dinner an en-
tertainment anddance served to makethe
occasion still more Jolly Representatives
of several different nationalities partici-
pated in these festivities

The half dozen Cingalese dancers who
arrived here a week ago from Paris where
they had been dancing at the Exposition
were the principal performers They as-
sisted in the orchestra and contributed to
the srognimme They Were assisted in
their orchestral efforts by an Armenian
Alexsndre Roodeninn from Constantino-
ple who played an Instrument resembling
a violin Two Syrians Kald Oroagl and
Joseph Kahl shuffled a Syrian dance
keeping time ti their teps wlth snapping
castanetlike fingers The Hungarians
and Poles danced mazonrkas The belle
the event was Miss Estis Sosch a Russian

From the St Louis Globe psnHJcraO-
buf twelve i i thE 1 00 Ir iaflf girls tesined

at the Carlisle school elioerately lK sto go
Tnto andKi crjedjt jvEiicli
is A rsmaxjazSrc instance cf racial geeuBanty
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ACCEPTS THE PRpDERSHI-

3tr Barton t Form First A

SYDNEY N S W J sse 26 Mr Baf
who was leader of Federal con-

vention has acpeBted invitation from
the Earl of HopetounA Governor General
of the Comraonwealtb2 f Australia io Be-

come the first PrIme JifnYstsr of the Fed-
eration He expects easysueiessini form-
ing a ministry

It is belIeved that Mr Lynne Prime
Minister of this colony to whom ther post
was first offered will cooperate with Mr
Barton and will himself take a portfolio
In the new Cabinet

With the dawn of the twentieth century
will be born the Commonwealth of Austra-
lia embracing an Island continent abofit

In area tor the United States without
Alaska thoughMts population numbers lit
the federation was accomplished was tire
most notable performance of the last Brit-
ish Parliament

To mark the importance cf the occasion
the puke of York Who will be accompa-
nied by his wife been specially com-
missioned to open the first Parliament of
the new Commonwealth In the name of
Queen Victoria his grandmother

The Earl of Hspetoun Is to bo the first
Governor General of Commonwealth
with a salary of 550000 a year The gov
ernorK of the colonies which will be
known as states after federation goes Into
effect will retain that title not becoming
lieutenant governors as in Canada While

ITapetoun Is expected to reside prin
In Sydney the Federal Parliament

will sit at Melbourne until it can meet at
the new seat of government Jfew South
Wales was anxious that Sydney should be
selected as the capital of United Austra
Ha Victoria was equally desirous ha
Melbourne should be chosen

As a compromise the framers of the
Commonwealth act with the District ot
Columbia In mind as indeed the United
States fas much la View In many of its
provisions stipulated that the seat of
government of the Commonwealth shall be
determined by the Parliament and shall
bo within territory which shall have been
granted to or acquired by the Common
wealth and shall be in the State of New
South Wales and bedistant sot less than
100 miles from Sydney The territory is
to be not loss than 100 square miles in ex-

tent
The Government of Australia will be

practically vested in a Senate and House
of Representatives chosen like the corre-
sponding bodies In the United States ex-

cept that the senators will be elected by
popular vote The executive officers will
be the Premier and Governor General at-
In Canada

TEXAS VAST KESCURGES-

A Stale That Mnr Hare lOOOOOQ I

AUSTIN Texas Dec 26 The Texas cot-

ton crop is figured out at 3250000 balesr
which represents but little less than 150-

XHMKX to the that great Corn
monwealth This is Jreariy double the val-

ue of the Iowa corn cropland not very fur
behind the 22S 000OOfr which Is the aggre
gate value of all that States farm pro-

ducts Texas has the cotton seed as well
as the lint end In ffddftlon will spin a
great deal of her so that It will he
safe to put the total returns from her chief
staple for 1900 at 17 COO000 cr even
4200000000 When there Is this
the corn antI the wheat the cattle aad the

hog and hominy that are also grown
the result Is a sum thaL will leave the
magnificent State of lqwat plodding hope-
lessly In the rear The cattle interest is
still a great one but as the big ranches
are breaking up into fwsist aa worthless
prairies are turned intorU fields and as
mills are being built to convert the raw
cotton into finished products it can
that Texas has a future beioreher that
will have no competition outside of the
great manufacturing States In the East

The Twelfth Census gave the Lone Star
State a population and a rate of growth
that put her well In line with Ohio Illi-
nois New York and Pennsylvania but
what will the next quarter of a century
show With no more than the present
rate of increase in agricultural and manu
factoring products Texas will be able to
feed clothe and educate 6000000 in 1910
and 10000000 in twantyfive years from
now How many great cities will rise n
her plains and arouwJ the Gulf of Meal
co It would take a Texas statistician to fig-
ure But satisfactorily but the roost con-
servative must acknowledge that big fig-
ures ere retired The facjvthatlhis one
Commonwealth now grows a third of the
American cotton crop means that It is go-
ing to cut an equally wide swath in other
forms of production both of manufactures
and agriculture Al ibat Is needed for
Texan development Is to pay a little more
attention to business and a little less to
politics A State with as touch mineral
nab agricultural wealth needs all the rail
Toads it tan induce to be built and eli
factories that ton be established to work

I npit raw materials

PALACE TO BE A SEITSETT-

Midece to Boston
BOSTON Dec 26 Whit Mrs John L

Gardner proposes to do with the palace
she Is having erected In the Back Bay
Fens is proving one of the most inter-
esting mysteries Boston has had foryears The Inscription that has just been
carved In stone over the roSin entrance
has aroused speculation anew

The inscription reads The Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum in the Pens
MDCCCC

When a rumor to the effect that Mrs
Gardner intended to give her Italian pal
ace and her famous art collection to the
city was printed a few days agojisie said
It is not True that I Intend to give my

palace to the city T intend to use it as
a residence Among her friends how-
ever it Is intimated that she intends to
bequeath the palace lo the cityyand
is said to explain the inscription

How much of the material fOr the build-
ing has been brought from Italy is not
known but a large shed erected on the
lot has sheltered many costly pieces of
marble and It Is all the distinc-
tive features of a dice noted Senctian
palace whlch31rs Gardner purchased

every day and personally supervises the
work A roan glying information
about the palace loses hlsf place and curi-
ous persons in theT enway are shadowed
by the employee

Mrs Gardner has said that although
she Intends to live lit Xhe palace she will
on occasionsopen if to the public

My collection of pictures and art works
has grown so large she said that the
Beach Street and Brooklyn houses win
not hold itv and Tvhtjn the palace is com-
pleted the collection will appear to bet-
ter advantage

She also has a fine collection of art
works in Europe lint refuses to bringli
to this country on account of the tariff

A LIONS CSBISTSLflS EEAST

Ate Turkey Alive Fentlicra an t-

All
BALTIMOHE Dec 5 Tne largest

crowds that have ever attended the Zoo
were on hand yesterday Children pres
dominated and they were edified by hs
numerous studies in natural history which
the exhibition affords Perhaps the most
interestins riot to say exciting episode
of the day was the feeding of turkeys to
the animals Wallace the man killiBff

his turkey straight wUhal Sis
feathers on

When first tossed into the cagehe tur-
key cuddled tip against the barsjind Sut-
tereaVln a spasm f fright WSSlace p
preached and lay do wn within

Then he stretched forth bathpaws
and that settled it The llon ate itHe tur-
key in seven minutes by the watch ft
took him a long lime lor gefcthe feathers
item about his Jaws TheeiSer animals
to 8 ifTheir turkeys minus heads and feath
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Uf THE HOTEL COBRIBOSS

James K Ely of New York said In the
lobby of the Arlington this mothlng that
he is one oE those Jow Yorkers who do
not lalm that Manhattan Islaiid Is bound-

ed h the north by Canada tad ca tire
south b of Mexico I visit
few parts of country lie said Vin-

whjcfr 1 do not lIed that nature has be
stowed some esr ecal adtantase or in
whlchjmen have not done spiaething a
little better than it has beear done any-

where vhiv quietude of Washington
la one of its c trms though thIs is the
first point of attack wfifc a traveler
whoe undcralaridlng Js that commercial
hurtle means everything The airiness
and breadtlv of the city eems to Insure
deep breath Jt gives a man from the
densely populated cities a roomy feel-
Ing There is no citywhlch is set In a
pretliftr country than tnat which sur-
rounds Washington though persons pass-
ing over the railroads do not see this
the engineers in laying out the lines hay-
ing sought the flattest country There is
no other city in the United States pos
sessing a public building or for that mat
ter any other kind of building compara
ble with the Library of Congress No-

where in America can one find a hand-
somer picture than the east plaza of the
Capitol or a more picturesque than
from west front of the Capitol or a
more picturesque view than from the
west frons of the Capitol The districts
In New York inhabited by the wealthier
classes are grandly built but one fault
Is theyare tGo auch built The ganeral
effect wonderfully solid and costly
but grace is lacking The natural
touchesare too

IJarold K Smith of Birmingham Eng
land who came to Washington from San
Francisco today and who was few weeks
ago in Asia said at the Arlington this
morning that there exists great unrest
In Afghanistan He said that trout re
liable AngloIndian sources
he received Information concerning prep-
arations in Afghanistan indicating appre
henslon on the part of the ATneer that
he might at any moment have to defend
his neutrality In a war with his two
powerful neighbors Mr Smith said that
tire Infantry regiments of the Afghan
army have been placed on a war footing
and the cavalry and artillery mobilized
Afghan troops are massing along the ilns
soAfghan frontier and an Afghan array
was also concentrating ai New Caaman
on the BritishIndian frontier on the line
between Kandahar and Quetta

New Chaman Is the terminal frontier
station oh tht ndusQuettaAfghan Rail
way on the western side of the Khojak
Pass on Afghan territory The Khojak
Mountains have frfan tunneled and front
Shaman there are few physical

the way of a rapid extension of the
line to Kandahar Alt the plant and ma-
terial for the construction of this section
have for some time past been stored at
Quetta and New Chaman the British Gov-
ernment having taken this step at the
time the Russians established themselves
at KushX on their frontier near Royal
and collected railway material for a line
between those two places A smokeless
powder factory Is in operation at Kabul
md the chemicals necessary are prodaej
locally Mr Smith says that when he left
India complications on the northern fron-
tier of India toward Tibet were being
seriously discussed

Mr Smith said toa Times man that the
Interpretation given by the Russian zn-
thorltes to the concentration of Afghan
troops close to the British frontier station
or New Chaman Is that the Ameer rightly
or wrongly fears the sudden advance of a
British Indian army on Kandahar The
regiments In the Northwestern Province
and the Punjab were held in readiness and
the Northwestern Hallway continued to ac-

cumulate war material on the frontier It
was on account of the uncertainty of
which the Afghan movements are symp-
toms said Mr Smith that the British la-
diauGovernment and the commander inr
chief in India are unwilling to detach any
more troops tp China and are anxious for
the return of those sent frSm India to
South Africa at as early a date as possible

The water hyacinth continues one of
the leading iopics to Florida said John
Brayson of Jacksonville at the EbbKt
this morning Another attempt Is to be
made by Ujnted States engineers this win-

ter to clearlfie streams of the Peninsula
State ihje plant Th evil has grown
for many years

It was when local efforts failed that
Congress was appealed to and akeg to
assist and appropriation was voted to
be used by the UnitedJStates engineers in
experiments to determine if the waterhy-
acinth cannot be got rid of by some me-
chanical process Major Quinn who hail
charge of the engineering work designed
a hyacinth toil which he thought would
kill the hyacinth seed bulbs end all by the
process of crushing but it did not work
well Major Adams who has taken up
the hyacinth Inhere Major Quinn left
off iras constructed a machine or dredge
which it is hollowed will be effective The
machine started out a few days ago on an
expedition against the hyacinths and is
now busily engaged la grinding theta No
report has yet been received as to
cess of the expedition and it is not im-
probable that Its failure or success will be
in doubt until spring

The machine is mounted upon a flat bot-
tomed sternWheeled boat of very light
draft It is like a dredge except that a
long boom extends forward thirty or forty
feet In front ot the bow It is simply a
framework fitted with an endless beltof
wooden slats studded with spikes This
traveler extends far into the water in
front of the vessel and when set inmo
tion the spikes catch the masses of hya-

cinths and drag them up to the vessel de
positing them In an immense dipper Pram
this the plant Is fed into the wheels of a
mill where it is cut up and crushed to a
fine pulp With the water completely
wrung from it by the pressure of the millf
it is sufficiently dry like bagasse to burn

The only doubtful part of the

fully remove the hyacinth from a stream
If any seed isr left behind it will begin
propagating itself at once and the Work
will nave to be all done over again

The hyacinth is also causing loss in
Louisiana The drainage canals of New
Orleans are dammed up and the drainage
system of the city is imperiled The log
ging Industry of southern Louisiana
worth several millions a year is Jn dan
ger of destruction unless some means
can be found jf removing the dense mass
Of water plants that obstruct tie pas
sage of logs to the sawmills

j CLAIMS AGAIHST CUBA

C tttonny imd Cither European State
Vlil V 0it for n Ucptililic-

IniVfewpf the declination of the United
State tfr consider Germanys claims
growing out Of the Cuban insurrection

operations of American in
Cuba during the war lwith6r ain It is ex-

pected teat European Governments hay
log Claims against the island will await
American witbSrawal and then present
them to the succeeding government for
settlement

This is one of the questions in coanec-
tion with the foreign relations of Cuba
which deeply affecithe States a-

in Cuba declines tq satisfy the
idalmsv a Europea 6overijent may
adopt forcible their collec-
tion which would be extremejfy distaste
fui io this CQiintry Tn vthe interests of
peace tar the United States T Cuba
Administration officials f 3it fsiilesira

relations of the island should continue
even after the Cuban government enters
into operation
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Collector Exploiting tire Country
Sear tint Aroand Charleston

CHABLE TiON S C Dec 2SrJS cket3
alter antiquo tamiture have pretty thor-
oughly worked the field around Charles-
ton where so many and beautiful
antiques have been picked in the

rough for a sone and gold again at fs05ur
Ions prices

Not all oJ Those hunters however Jiave-
sougnt this furniture lop the marltetfpr
there is read rush for the old stuffs for
drawingrooms diningrooms and par-
lors On the neighboring Islands aria in
the counties around Charleston where
Lafayette and Washington and Tarleton
were quartered at different times calk
loads of jreasures in the way of old ma-
hogany brasses chinas and silver have
beertrfound There ls a great deal more
o it to be had for the hunting and the
ladles who are land of things colonial
are still scouring the highways and the
byways for the pieces which once graced
old Southern iomes Poverty and the war
sent them to waste

There Is mania lot the antiques
that the supply is not equal to the de-
mand Collectors knowing Charleston to
be an old Revolutionary town and the
home of innumerable rich old colonial
plantersr naturally here to buyS andthey have taken away thousands of dol
lara worth of ancient English and French
furnitures Big manufactures in the Eastand West who duplicate Ye Old Tyme
things have sent representatives to ihlscity of late to get models for reproduc
tion and fortunes have been made out ofit already People wio own the magnifi-
cent pieces will refuse however to allowthese to be photographed rind tJfc belongings are guarded sacredly

Not everybody can afford to pay 200
for a Tester bed or 50 for a HIpplewhite
chair but almost anyone would like toget one of either for a few dollars and
then have the glory of telllns where theprizes were found This has been done
here frequently because the poor and Ig
norant persons to whom the things have
descended have no Idea of their value Of
coarse the eases are rare where suchbargains can be found as the field hasheen worked at carefully that the antiques are getting scarcer day by day

The collectors here have a regular sys
tern of hunting making enquiries fromdoor to door and from plantation to plan
tation Many of the families owning
these relics have becomewary
been bitten probably having sold somerare old piece of Chippendale for a few
dollars or exchanged It ror a glaring new
piece of varnished oak and learned too
late that their old sideboard or pier mir-
ror stored In the attic as ruBbish foryears had brought almost its weight in
silver and had probably been seized by
some millionaire to grace his beautiful
home So now the old furniture dealer
presenting himself as Buch receives short
courtesy and often has the door slammed
in his face If he should happen to get
a peep at some of the beautiful things

the house he will be told that they
are held for prices his limit

It is easy enough to tell the good frOnt
the bad in the antique shops after all the
pieces have been mended and cleaned but
It is difficult to Judge correctly of a warp
ed chipped stained piece of furniture
which one might flail In a filthy negro

serving perhaps as a common
cooking table or horse trough A Char-
leston lady recently saw a really beauti
ful inlaid drawer to a cabinet serving
as a body to a goat cart which was driven
through the street by a black pickaninny
The lady followed the boy to his cabin
but found there that the cabinet had been
cut and used for firewood during a heavy
freeze the winter before

TO ENLARGE A TrrTPIuLNT

A Blaelc Plate Mill lo Be Erect
ed Jn Cnxnberlnnd

CUMBERLAND lid Dec 25 The Ma-

ryland Tinplate Company will break
ground next Monday morning and begin at
once the erection In Cumberland for the
use of the X C Taylor Company of
Philadelphia lessees an additional black
plate plant complete including two hotj
and two cold mills plckler annealing fur-
naces etc The same Trill be covered by a
new steel structure 154 feetlongby 75 feet
wide and will be entirely separate from
the present mills They are also doing
the preliminary work for a third black
plate mill in case they decide to complete
the third mill later on 5hey arc also put
ting down the foundations for a modern
bar mill with a capacity of 5000 tons
monthly which they can complete In one
months time should they decide later to
make all their own bars j

The entire product of Black plates Is
shipped to X G Taylors tlnplate
worksin Philadelphia where it is finished
and tinned Their jtin house one of the
largest In the world contains twentyfive
tinning stacks and requires the output of
more tIme seven black plate mills to fend
it The experience of this firm dates back
to 1S10 and they were the first to make
tinplatcs in America after the McKinley
bill In 1S91 when they practically ceased
importing arid commenced to draw their
supplies from the black plate mills of the
Cumberland Steel and Tinplate Company

The present lease of seven years with

understood been extended ton years in-
suring to South Cumberland continued
prosperity These two additional black
plate mills will make this the largestin
dependent plant in the United States It
now has a monthly payroll of 417000 and
the additional mills which will be com-
pleted by April 1 will increase the pay
roll to over 23000 ajnonth New hollers
will be added to furnish power for the adr-
ditlonal mills and a new engine of 1000-
horsepower will be put

CTTB3ENT EUMOSv
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From the HtononstUchc Platter
Professor Cto farmers wife fes tar peril wo-

man tie night lasts six months at the North
PoleFanners IVlferTon dont say tel jniepoor-

Tlic rictini
from IIllustratibii

afternoon about clock wh r a pack of news-
boys rasliedpast lion sfiriekui al tIre top of their
lungs

EstrjI Jill about theicrrible accident Nerojet t victims Extryl-
The welldressed roaitS itaied then curiosity

tritirapliLncr he produced a nickel JGive me a
be to one of ihe boys tto

I suppose its avtakeijaiff 1Here isst vIctim j

Defes one pnjwajs and you retorted
tire DiogcBcs of the paTemcnt tlasJinis after hU

The case svisone of assanlt and the maps
tratc fearing that it might be the of
another of Hooliganism was inclined to
be severe

Fofihfe second time ie said addresdri the
prisoner youarc s

atdr and Tvithoat anj apparent i cuse whatever
strode the complainaivt with clinched fist

Taltti zcr honor cried Pat if CS did lie

XiT tvlof about Pat
All about you arBWcrea tI c that

roil are found gailtj anil most therefore tire
peace toward all Her MaJcsiyS subjects for
twelve months

Well then roared Pat as the court
heaven help Uie first orriMerpi twfet

V Ortisilc PrideiJ sJ-

Fronx t s Jfturnat AnnKajB-
tSjrmfiatbii i fricwl OTjyTfiTeni tyotj csliibifed-

rl relused all th roffcrs IrfmpTy cant
iself ib anyonfc
r joar pietnros-

lSo Cpnvenleat fn Forwi
A bMntinil little eaaaided metal beoc nothing

to breaTc malts i arms jifeit sight to purse or

fiymjaths

night w4tclnnau

AteJldrtned man manrountettog along one
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IheJcw Orlwns sathori ties intend to txpead-
r HfjGQ in the genial Improvement

A disilngxiisbtd astronomer soerts that on tne-
plsnct Uranus the la west sod
In tbe tJtst

Clerks bed Use cl tald to be the

ao great patnoaK pi Tteel
Italian archaralOKiSs ai now aw of

Tiotntgen rays to aid in redding oUca e irapr
roiL in tibcirreriiis torgexie

Among tlw leased Jt A
oust be adnrittpil all librarians if tfcer

qcallScd for tbehr

po s d to bctb pot5eor f millions was wortfi-
iir real estate when he died nlr 643000

In Kansas thejr are still for
damagest sustained in the eslebratrf Qnantrril
raid to thi res t time S3t i5i bare b cn
paid The unpaid outstanding claims ameant t

61233
Mrs Usanah XalSSrw of Fall River fe

recently f paralj rft ca to tear that
ie had swallowed her Take teeth She had t t

EC and litrCdtatli wu consequently eau l
by fright i

Only three participanU Ur the BevoUitioBair
war lie hinted In lows These arc
EbeDird and William Blair who fought with
colomstav and William Roe an ia an
Ecgliaa r rfhjent

The Turkish Minister to Athens Rlfoot hey
was recently bitten by a to his
wife The Animal was supped to be a Sict rt
with hydrophobia and the Minister has gone to
Paris for treatment

There lives at Paduean Ky iiic ha3K
who can and does place lathe as evealy nd drive

iBht He puts up Ills own scsCoJds sad dots
aa much woiit ajayaa any man In Wsiraae

A New York woman Ins applied io the court
to interfere fc her sons love affairs Mary
Folsom ifunilion kis filed apeUtton for
kn inlunctioa to rejoin her ton front eouriinp a
certain young wcffian who lives IB a nearby
town

The Speaker of the Reuse et COOHBCBS deans
salary of SJDOO and oc his retinsaent from the
office pets an annual pasSea f 3 W9 b Ws-
beinsr elevated to the j Mge As aker IK is
provIded with a fine an on for entertaining OB 9
large scale

Ire ISM a home was baHt at K ci iK5 K n V
the Catholics who estotj5W e l adsfcn there

Keeder the first Tcrrit rtaT Cav raoc J

The FrenSt boat Aodaeleux Kleli has
gone io iOrieitJr iait trials saiall t
ironclad She airier bdt
over rncchinery an Inch r itt tMekaes
proof probably sarUt aeoeHer than a
Expound

The IK cotton mills of Mexico coaswaed last
year 37000COO pounds of coUon and pwdwcsd
nearly 10000005 pieces ot woven and printed
goods These mills B p yaient to 2200O

to more than 28 X

Ateon S aierman wire ass Chieagos to
mayor is still Iirin age of uiaetytlire-
He Iranian Taraoat Ills preseat borne if in-

Vanfcecan ilL tad lie seldom visits cuT
over which be ruled many ago He xnoTetJ

out of before the big
An interesting and anent house in Vicnaa i

being demolished It stood at the earner of the
KoWroarit and was occupied for the past cen-

tury by the firm of Artaria and within iu
Haydn Mozart Beethoven Paganiai

Tieosteisps had passed many boors

While New York State is first In point of popu-

lation it is seventh in miles of railroadaecenl-
inj to one authority Illinois the third in poser
lation is the greatest railroad State with nearly

ll a miles of tract Pennsylvania is second
both in population and in railroad tracks

The company which has acquired irk Mannheim
patent for muozti coal oil with carbonacc-
cartkf with the object of making the sobstitntc
for coalknown as bricmeUe io has
begun operations Sfitvings anfl fflwansnffe afei-

qnettea

A hobo died Monday In a Massachusetts alms

House He possessed ample means but jireferwd

to live the life ot a tramp entering upon that
existence about fire years Stricken with
pneumonia he preferred to be treated by charity
rather than expend what he possessed in a nospl

tire sailing ship Springfield recently arrIved at-

m Francisco from London with a cargo of Port
land cement She experienced tremendously heavy

weather while rounding Cape Item and the
cement became wet the recoil being tWit it
solidified In one nines The cargo had to be
quarried out

Prof Joseph Wright Js collectinr phonograi

specimens 61 English dialects pertly to enable

WOT to check the material for a comprehensive
comparative grammar of aU the

to posterity faithful record of the dialects ai
spokes t the end of the nineteenth century

The mother of the young King ot Spain ial
ways ansicus when Majesty iris riding
lessons She was nervous when as a baby he only

astride a wooden horse Her nervousness in
this respect is said to be in consequence f a
Grpsv womans predictions when sh was

lire old hisS told bee her ton Meet with a
fatal throw from a horse

In pursuance of the Russian Governments plan

to strengthen the Black Sea fleet a cruiser has re-

cently been put en the stocks and another one

warships to be
win consist of twelve

John Rotten a prisoner who was taken sick ia
the JIarinctte county Vis jail with what

thought to be smallpox has It is

suspicious character of his ailment unhinged ti
mind After be bad been Isolated for
it ras fonnd that it was only a

become violently insane

ol London Invests its chief

with The roost extraordinary powers arid preroga-

tives He is not only chief criminal and civil
judge Ot the city but likewise ctneraHatw ot
the militia and admiral 11 the port ot boo
don But before entering upon his twelve ninths
term of office it compels him to sign a bond of
51000000 for ie cf the Jetr U

iiS part oi hit insignia of oJScq

The of appeals at Albany X Y holds
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that a street car conductor lias the io ej

a ra cnjer icsists on standing on the plat
nnvElwoodVr from a

violent bcadacbc came outside hoping for in
the irish The conductor put him off after
some argument Montgomery aaa obtained
j verdict fbr damafces but this derbies vas
reversed on appeal to a higbcr court

While repairing the tower cf aa old cfcnrcb at
Cassonajv near Lansanne a workman food n
casket In a secret compartment hirfi contained
manuscripts dating as far hack ia 135 Two of-

tHc mahUKrripts in Latin to
the BuisundiaiL wars then raging in Switzerland
Tiie oUierjnaiiUscripte arc written in French and
bear tire date of 1703 have been
to the museum at Borne to becarefully

One at the ixsndon papers says that there is a
wcllattendeil for waiters in Vienna The
pupik tee first Instructed in the general princi-
ples ot the art of Serving at table and sren tar
have mastered tbs introductory course they arc
allowed io practice on two ladies and two gentle-
men in evening dress who dine atDne table The

csQs the waiter to account if he rushes a mutate

A Seattle physician has startled the community

by declaring in an Interview that it is riot only

Tight but humane to make death easy for persons

incurably ill or fatally injured He adds l-

am glad 4o that physicians and eons are
view A hnmth being atftKted with

mist disease may suffer a deaths yet

baa his torture keeplngjiira Nothing
be more barbarous

A halfforcottea State law in Maine pernnte the
seizure f real or property ol any in
habitant oi a town which is unable to pay its
debts A Bangor attorney obtained a Judgment

collect Finding the town treasury mpfe
jSccr proceeded under the statute mentioned

and seized a ol oxen lo of
the selectmen and a dozen cotta belonging to
other dtizsta Other wedltors threaten similar
action

Chess pbjTers will be intcrest a In the fact
flat ilr J H Blackburae who U a native ol
Manchester JEagTand celebrated l sftftyelEhtlib-

irUiday recently Mr BUckburae is best irswn-
as a blindfold player but he hat during his
ihbty years of taken jmtia rainy
great tonrnamem3iCdn matches he way beaten
twice Steinlfcc and once by Jasker but in four
anneal cable snatches with America he biscoreat-
we Tvins and two straws against
Americas champion
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